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production against which my present arguments are in
tended, but rather against our contemporary standards m
general  For my purpose, however, I must be allowed to
refer to some actual productions, the points cannot other-
wise be made with precision   I accordingly first ask the
reader to consider my views on a first-class London pro-
duction Sir Laurence OUvier's King Lear with the Old Vic
Theatre Company The production has been well received
and Sir Laurence's own performance ranked as among the
foremost of our time  For myself, I was deeply interested,
ceitain parts held for me a lucid and poignant beauty, the
evening was a genuine success I can therefore with the less
teserve use this central production as a nucleus to the de-
velopment of certain thoughts that appear of value, ray
choice of it for primary notice is the measure of my respect
for the actor and the company concerned, though in the
process I may be allowed to hint, with all possible sym-
pathy and in full understanding of the great tests met
nightly by the professional actor, certain ways in which rny
own views diverge from those expressed at the New Theatre

The conception of King Lear's first scene was original
One is brought up to expect, and usually one gets, a fierce,
intolerant old man striding to his central position and cast-
ing a fiery eye on his subject family and lords Here we had
something very different The throne was up-stage3 centre
The stage centre itself was occupied by some six attend-
ants bowing first right at GonenPs, then left at Regan's,
entry The main persons were grouped at the sides Lear
himself entered from one side, quite informally, and passed
up, threading his way among the attendants Arrived at his
hrone, he was partly masked, his stage centrahty and dig-
nty discounted He struck one from the start as a slightly
ussy, almost roguish and very lovable, if at times an irn-
atmg, old man He whispered to Gordeka on his way, as
hough enjoying a private joke with her This reading was